


Coral Springs honored  
to receive national  

Baldrige Award site visit
The City of Coral Springs prides itself in being run as a 

business, and it recently received a site visit for the Malcolm 
Baldrige Award Non-Profit pilot program.

The Baldrige National Quality Program is the highest level 
of recognition for corporate excellence in the nation, and 
this is the first year it has tested a program for non-profit and 
public entities. The program is managed by the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology, an agency of the U.S. 
Department of Commerce’s Technology Administration. 

The City was one of only two applicants nationally to 
receive a site visit in this new category. A team of examiners 
analyzed the City’s processes and how they compare to the 
criteria set for the award.

The Baldrige criteria set performance standards for 
leadership, strategic planning, customer and market focus, 
measurement and analysis, human resources, process 
management, and results. 

As a pilot project for Baldrige, there will be no award made 
in 2006, but feedback from this site visit will give the City an 
objective insight into how well it is performing, and allow the 
City to make further improvements to its processes. 

“We use these programs to constantly sharpen our skills 
in customer service, process management and data analysis,” 
City Manager Michael Levinson said. “We are very honored to 
have been chosen.” 

The City will reapply next year, hoping to win the award.
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City recognized  
for financial achievement

The City of Coral Springs was recently recognized for its 
strong financial management and achievements.

For the 27th consecutive year, the Government Finance 
Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) 
awarded the City with its Certificate of Achievement Award 
for Excellence in Financial Reporting. The City’s Annual 
Budget book also received GFOA commendations for 
“Outstanding as a Police Document,” “Special Performance 
Measures Recognition,” and “Special Capital Recognition.”

The GFOA is a non-profit association serving approximately 
13,500 government financial professionals with offices in 
Chicago, Ill., and Washington, D.C.

This award is the highest form of recognition in the area 
of governmental accounting and financial reporting and 
represents a significant achievement by the City and its 
management. Through effective cash and debt management, 
strong internal control, and sound financial policies, the City 
is able to provide the sufficient resources necessary to meet 
the residents’ expectations.

Contact your Commissioners
The Mayor and Commissioners of Coral Springs have office 

hours throughout the year on a regular basis in order to give 
Coral Springs residents the opportunity to meet with them 
one-on-one to discuss their concerns and City-related issues.

To view the Commission’s current office hours, please visit 
coralsprings.org/events.
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Lifein the

Nerves were high. This was his first call as a Coral Springs 
firefighter, and he remembers it as if it had happened 
yesterday. He hadn’t been out on a call for about a year while 
attending the fire academy and working a side job. Prior to 
joining the academy, Trip had been a paramedic in Miami 
and Palm Beach County.

Now that he was a certified firefighter, he was back in the 
game, but felt a bit rusty. His heart was pounding hard in his 
chest. The New Year’s celebration had turned into chaos, but 
luckily the wound wasn’t very deep and with some bandages, 
all was well. 

As the first full-time hire for the Coral Springs 
Fire Department, 
Lieutenant Tripician 
has some history 
here. He has worked 
for the City for the 
past 11 years and he 
continues to love 
every minute of it. 

He works 24 hours 
straight and has the 
next two days off. He’s 
on the Bravo shift and 
reports to work at 7AM to relieve the Alpha shift. 
When he’s not at work saving lives, he spends 
quality time with his wife and his 1-year-old 
daughter, Caitlyn Paige. Trip is also proud to say 
that he is a hard-core Dolphins fan, even though 
he admits they haven’t been doing so well this 
year.

There are five fire stations in Coral Springs 
and two in Parkland, which contracts with Coral Springs 
for fire services. Currently, he is assigned to Station 95 and 

Life can be a ‘Trip’ in the  
Coral Springs Fire Department

t was New Year’s Eve 1995 and the 911 dispatcher relayed a 
stabbing at a party to Fire Rescue. Jan “Trip” Tripician and his 

colleague, who he had just met, hopped into their Rescue Unit 
and headed to the scene. 

I
is also an Emergency 
Medical Technician (EMT) 
instructor for the City. 
Station 95 is located at 
300 Coral Ridge Drive, 
and reports to calls in the 
southwest portion of the 
City, from the Sawgrass Expressway to University Drive and 
Royal Palm Boulevard to the C-14 Canal.

The City receives an average of 12,000 to 13,000 calls a 
year, and close to 90 percent of all calls 
are EMS calls, while only 10 percent are 
fire related. Station 95 also receives calls 
regarding accidents on the Sawgrass 
Expressway, which include car fires and 
patient extrications.

It’s Friday, November 10 and Trip is 
working the next 24 hours as well. So 
far it’s been a quiet day. It’s 10AM, and 
Trip decides to take care of some clerical 
paperwork. He also reminds his staff 

to renew their paramedic 
licenses. 

The crew sits in their ready 
room at the station, prepared 
for emergency calls. One 
paramedic types away on her 
laptop trying to finish some 
homework. 

As they keep themselves 
busy, the radios relay 
messages from dispatch to all 

the different stations throughout the City. 
They gather around their dining table and have lunch 
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together. “We’re like family,” Trip said. “I sometimes see 
them more than I see my wife.” When the team is not on a 
call, they keep active and keep their radios handy for any 
calls that might come through. They tend to study, play 
basketball, run laps around the station, wash the fi re trucks 
and cook.

At around 5PM, Trip receives a 
call about an adult male having 
trouble breathing. They arrive at the 
patient’s home and fi nd that he has a 
breathing stoma, which is an opening 
made in someone’s neck due to throat 
or neck cancer. Trip was the only 
fi refi ghter who had encountered a 

similar situation in the past, so he took 
the opportunity to teach his crew as he 
cleaned out the stoma. The procedure 
requires the addition of a saline solution 
and suctioning so that the patient could 
cough out what was blocking his airway. 

The patient’s color improves, and his 
wife settles down a bit. A Rescue unit 
arrived while Trip did the procedure, and they escorted the 
patient to the hospital. All the while, Trip continued the 
treatment until the patient was hospitalized. 

On the way back, the crew stops by Station 80, located on 
Coral Springs Drive, and fuels the truck. They arrive back at 
Station 95, where Trip showers and rests. Little does he know 
the rough day that lies ahead of him tomorrow. 

It’s Veterans Day, and, like any other day, they wake up, 
have breakfast and keep themselves busy. 

Trip is also a SWAT Medic Team Leader for the Special 
Response Team. At 5PM he is called to a standoff  at a 
condominium complex. A man was upset and locked himself 
inside his home. Residents from nearby units were evacuated 
and swarms of police secured the perimeter. Hours later, 
police entered the condominium and searched the premises. 
Trip assisted the Special Response Team, and found that the 
man had taken his life. Luckily, no one else was injured, but 
that family’s life is changed forever. 

“It was a rough 48 hours,” Trip said.

 There are times 
when Trip arrives at 
a code blue scene, 
the universal page 
for a life-threatening 
situation, and as hard 
as he and his fellow 
co-workers try to revive 
the person, it’s too 
late. Similar to a war 
veteran who doesn’t 
like to discuss what he 
has lived through, Trip 
politely requests not to discuss what it’s like to lose a patient. 

“There is no typical day in the life of a fi refi ghter,” Trip said, 
although some cases are harder to deal with than others. 
“There is no monotony, and that is my favorite part of the job.” 

For more information on how you can become a 
fi refi ghter, visit coralsprings.org/fi re.

“There is no typical day 
in the life of a firefighter. 

There is no monotony and that is 
my favorite part of the job,” 

said Coral Springs firefighter 
Jan ‘Trip’ Tripician.

A firefighter has many 
responsibilities, including 
maintaining equipment, 
answering calls in a 
timely manner, and 
keeping accurate records 
of all emergencies 
handled. As a Lieutenant, 
Tripician makes sure his 
entire crew is completing 
their duties.
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Heats Up
Public Safety Training 

Center opens 
in Coral Springs

t’s called The Box. Temperatures inside can climb as high as 1100 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Wearing heavy bunker gear, firefighters from Miami-Dade County crouched inside, 

trying to calm the blaze before it reached flashover, a point where a fire ignites one item 
then another. 

I
Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Captain Bob Carpenter hustled his 

men out after each had a chance to hear and feel the heat 
of a fi re that is just about to reach fl ashover temperature, or 
about 1154 degrees Fahrenheit. 

“This is exceptional,” Carpenter said, still dripping with 
sweat after coming out of The Box. “It’s a small, compact 
facility, but they do a whole lot.”

Departments from throughout Florida train at Coral 
Springs Fire Department facilities. And with the newly 
opened Public Safety Training Center in the Coral Springs 
Corporate Park, the capacity for off ering training and classes 
is much higher. 

Before the building opened last year, Fire Academy classes 
took place at Station 71, an active fi re station on Coral Ridge 
Drive. Chief Training Offi  cer Bob Bertone said students in the 
Academy would have to work around CSFD members and 
vice versa, sometimes in tight quarters.

“Because we have achieved such success with our Fire 
Academy under those conditions, the City foresaw the 
need for this new facility,” Bertone said, referring to the Coral 
Springs Fire Academy’s exam passage rate.

 Of the students in the last eight consecutive Academy 
classes to take the state fi refi ghter certifi cation test, 100 
percent of them passed on the fi rst try. The previous state 
record was three consecutive classes, a record  the Coral 
Springs Fire Academy also set. 

“Our Academy has thrived on the input of very creative 
instructors,” Bertone said. “They come from more than 12 
diff erent fi re departments, and they bring a wide variety of 
ideas and experience to the Academy.”

In the new Public Safety Training Center, there are six 
classrooms, each able to accommodate 42 people, the 
maximum allowed by state regulations. The building also 
includes three breakout rooms for specifi c Emergency 

Medical Technician training, a “dirty room” that opens into an 
apparatus bay where trainees can do gear exercises during 
bad weather, and offi  ce space for Fire and Police Department 
training divisions. 

The Conex trailers, pioneered in Coral Springs, will also 
move to the new center. Including The Box, this set of metal 
trailers is used to teach fi refi ghters and Academy students 
diff erent fi re-fi ghting techniques, including the fl ashover 
training. 

The Department began using the trailers as an economic 
and effi  cient way to do hands-on fi re training. One or part of 
one trailer can easily be replaced if it is worn down. Replacing 
a burn building, Bertone said, could cost millions of dollars. 

The City began planning for the Public Safety Training 
Center three years ago. Since then the building has gone 
through several redesigns, and Hurricane Wilma caused some 
construction setbacks.  

“The success of the Academy was creating such a demand 
that we needed more space for training, not just for our Fire 
Academy students but also our EMT and specialty training 
programs,” Bertone said.

The Fire Department is proud not only of the Academy’s 
success with its basic fi refi ghting classes, but also its 
recognition as the premier training program for fi re apparatus 
driver engineers.

“This Academy has become a regional training resource for 
over 14 area fi re departments,” said Fire Chief Donald Haupt. 

Hearing about the new center in Coral Springs made 
Carpenter of Miami-Dade Fire Rescue yearn for the opening 
of his department’s facility. Until then, he and members of 
departments throughout Florida will continue training in 
Coral Springs at one of the state’s premier facilities.

For more information on the training programs available at 
the new Center, visit coralspringsfi reacademy.org.
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Special programs, such as Artist in Residence, also 
involve the entire community and have produced stunning 
sculptures and murals to complement the Museum 
collection. During 2007, the Coral Springs Museum of Art 
will schedule special exhibitions, programs and events to 
celebrate 10 years. 

On Tuesday, February 13 from 6:30 to 8:30PM, the Museum 
will celebrate its 10-year anniversary. Artists, supporters of 
the Museum, and friends will gather for show and tell, music, 
cake, entertainment and special recognitions.  In addition, 
the Museum will offi  cially launch an endowment that will 
support the Museum in the future. Everyone attending is 
asked to give $10, $100 or any increment of 10 to establish a 
Museum of Art Endowment, which will benefi t the Museum 
for years to come.  

“I think it’s quite signifi cant in today’s economy that a 
museum can make it successfully for 10 years,” said Museum 
Director Barbara O’Keefe.  “We are very thankful to the City of 
Coral Springs for their vision and contributions, to the artists 
for their creative talent, to sponsors and donors for their gifts, 
and to the Board of Directors and Friends of the Museum for 
their guidance and fund raising eff orts.”

Visit csmart.org or call 954-340-5000 for more information 
on exhibits, events, and programs. Also, see the back page of 
this magazine for information on the museum’s current and 
upcoming exhibits.

 The Coral Springs Museum of Art has been “Artfully Yours 
for 10 Years” … come help us celebrate!

Museum
Artof

10 years at the

Artist in Residence
In the past year, the Museum of Art has invited artists 

from the fi ve continents to share with the Coral Springs 
community their art and culture. As part of the Artist in 
Residence program, the Museum hosted sculptors from 
Europe, Africa, and North America as they created sculptures 
with a theme of “Art for Peace.”

On January 27, Japanese sculptor Yoshin Ogata and 
Argentine sculptor Perez Celis will “Break the Block” on 
Museum grounds. The last two sculptors, representing South 
America and Asia, will be completing their sculptures by 
Spring and will bring the International Sculpture Symposium 
to a close.  Visitors are welcome to stop by the Museum and 
watch their creative process.

When fi nished, these two pieces will join the other three 
stone sculptures that are located in the International Peace 
Garden adjacent to the Museum. 

Art Classes in an Art Museum
To appease the growing demand of classes and the need 

of space, the Museum has expanded their classrooms to the 
second fl oor. Visitors can take a variety of classes including 
intermediate and advanced Ceramics, Figure Drawing, 
Painting, Cartooning, and much more. 

The Museum is located at 2855 Coral Springs Drive and 
is open Monday through Saturday from 10AM to 5PM. For 
additional information on any of the following programs, 
contact the Museum at 954-340-5000 or visit csmart.org. 

ince its opening in 1997, 
the Museum has exhibited 

innovative and ethnically 
diverse exhibitions, and hosted 
eclectic and creative art classes 
for adults and children. 

S
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The Coral Springs Police Department recently expanded 
its Youth Mentoring Program to include evening sessions 
for students and mentors unable to participate during 
the day. The four-week program will feature mentors from 
a variety of business fields highlighting the connection 
between a career path and school choices. The program 
is open to all middle and high school students who live in 
Coral Springs. 

“It’s great to have all these speakers share information 
with the kids,” said Youth Services Coordinator Jenny 
Rebour. 

Rebour said the Police Department began the 
mentoring program 10 years ago using grant funds. 
During the school year, Rebour takes a group of middle 
school students to six different sites throughout the City 
and county to help build leadership skills and enhance 
their community involvement. 

“Mentoring is teaching by example, by being a role 
model,” she said. 

The next Career Mentoring session starts on Thursdays, 
February 1 to February 22 from 5 to 7PM. Program 
acceptance is based on the students’ application, 
academics and school behavior. For student applications 
or to participate as a Mentor Speaker, call 954-346-1289 or 
e-mail jrebour@coralsprings.org.

Safe Teen Driving
The Coral Springs Police Department launched its 

Safe Teen Driving initiative last year to recognize local 
teenagers who go without a traffic citation or an “at-fault” 
accident during the school year. 

Students are eligible to apply for recognition if they 
live in Coral Springs and attend Coral Glades High School, 
Coral Springs Charter School, Coral Springs Christian 
Academy, Coral Springs High School, Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School or J.P. Taravella High School. Taravella 
administration will allow students not living in Coral 
Springs to participate as well.

Teenagers must submit driving records from August 
2006 until April 2007 to their School Resource Office by 
April 20. Douglas students can give records to Sgt. Robert 
Kostick in the Youth Liaison Unit. Copies of driving records 
are available online at www.hsmv.state.fl.us or through 
one of the Broward County courthouses. 

“The goal is to enhance overall driving safety for 
teenagers with hope that they will continue these driving 
habits through their adult life,” Capt. Jeff Maslan said. 

Students who meet the criteria will receive gift 
certificates to a local cinema and video rental store, along 
with a certificate of recognition from Police Chief Duncan 
Foster and a cord for seniors to wear during graduation.

For more information, call 954-346-1200.

Fay Staub just helped return about $1,200 to an elderly 
woman who never received her hurricane shutters. 

“He couldn’t fulfill his promise to the client, so we went 
after him,” Staub said of the contractor. 

This is just an example of the more than 135 cases 
volunteers with Seniors vs. Crime have helped resolve since 
the Coral Springs office opened last January. Seniors vs. 
Crime is a special project of the Florida Attorney General’s 
Office, operated in conjunction with the Coral Springs Police 
Department, that provides services to seniors who feel they 
have been victimized or taken advantage of by a business or 
service provider.  

Seniors vs. Crime volunteers will take a case from a person 
of any age who believes they have been wronged. If the 
case involves criminal activity, it could be referred to the 
appropriate law enforcement agency. 

“There’s a variety of things we take care of here,” Staub said. 
Coral Springs Police Department Community Involvement 

Coordinator Cindy Heafy said the Seniors vs. Crime workers 
– who have logged more than 1,100 volunteer hours – have 
recovered more than $72,800 in actual dollars and more 
than $47,900 worth of recovered property. Of the 23 cases 
the office referred to law enforcement, four have resulted in 
arrests. 

“It’s very satisfying doing this,” Staub said. 
For information on getting help or volunteering, call 

954-340-4168. The Seniors vs. Crime storefront at the Turtle 
Creek Wal-Mart Police Substation, 3801 Turtle Creek Drive, is 
the only one in Broward County. The office is open Monday 
through Friday, 10AM to 2PM.

Seniors vs. Crime team helps  
resolve consumer issues

Since its opening one year ago, the Seniors vs. Crime office has 
handled more than 135 cases.
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Volunteer  
Spotlight

It’s Election Day, and Vivian Ruiz 
has just finished volunteering 
at Seniors vs. Crime. After a 
short break, she heads over to 
Cypress Park to help with Kids 
Voting Broward, a mock election 
program for youngsters. 

Ruiz smiles and chats with the 
young voters while placing an ‘I 
Voted’ sticker on their t-shirts.

“It might sound cliché, but I get more out of volunteering 
than what I give,” Ruiz said. 

A Coral Springs resident for the past 26 years, Ruiz began 
volunteering in 1993 after an ad in a local newspaper caught 
her attention.  

Back then, she worked part-time at her husband’s local 
business and wanted something else to keep her busy. 

“I thought it would be fun to not only help the community, 
but meet new people and socialize,” Ruiz said. 

She began assisting with the court-ordered community 
service program, and it quickly turned into a part-time job. 
Ruiz worked for the City’s Volunteer Services Department for 
11 years until she decided to retire a year ago. 

She continues to dedicate 10 hours a week to the City and 

Neighborhood Grants available
Residents interested in beautifying their community are 

encouraged to apply for the City’s Neighborhood Matching 
Grant Program.

The City will provide matching funds up to $5,000 
for single-family neighborhoods and up to $2,000 
for townhouse/condominium neighborhoods. The 
neighborhood contribution may include cash contributions, 
donations of materials, professional services such as 
engineering and construction, or sweat equity contributed by 
neighborhood residents or businesses. (Note: A professional 
license might be required for some contributions.)

Past recipients have made various improvements such as 
landscaping, lighting and signs. All projects must be visible 
and accessible from a public roadway. 

To be eligible, neighborhoods must have a Homeowners, 
Condominium or Neighborhood Association, and be 
established as a not-for-profit corporation under Florida 
Statute, Chapter 617.301-312.

Applications may be obtained at City Hall South, 9530 West 
Sample Road, or online at coralsprings.org/partnerships/
neighborhood_policy.pdf. Staff is available to assist 
neighborhoods in developing a plan or just completing an 
application. For more information, contact the Community 
Development Department at 954-344-1114.

Slice of the Springs  
meetings continue
Residents who wish to improve their 

neighborhood and get to know their 
neighbors are invited to attend their Slice of the Springs 
meeting. Key staff from all City departments including 
City Manager’s Office, Police, Fire, Code, Building, Parks, 
Community Development, and Public Works, as well as 
representatives from Broward County, Water/Canal Districts 
and other local government agencies will be available to 
provide information and details about what is happening 
in your neighborhood. Specific topics such as public 
safety, parks, code enforcement, traffic, and neighborhood 
projects will be discussed during these informative 
meetings.

Through the Slice of the Springs, residents have the 
opportunity to get involved and make a difference. The 
comments and suggestions from meetings have launched 
programs like traffic calming and landlord training 
workshops, commercial Slice meetings, neighborhood sign 
construction, median enhancements and other capital 
improvements.  

All meetings are on Thursday evenings from 7 to 9PM. 
Upcoming Slice meetings include:

• January 25: Northeast at Park Springs Elementary.
• February 15: Southwest at Riverside Elementary.
• March 8: Southeast at Ramblewood Elementary.
Residents in each “Slice” will receive a reminder notice 

in the mail prior to their neighborhood meeting and are 
asked to complete and return the reply card by mail or 
online at coralsprings.org/slice.

For more information, call the City’s Community 
Development Division at 954-344-1114.

helps with multiple programs, including Project Lifesaver, 
fingerprinting at City Hall in the Mall, the CERT team, and 
Seniors vs. Crime.  Ruiz also lends a helping hand at City 
events throughout the year. 

“I just hate to cook and clean, and volunteering is a great 
way to get out of the house,” said Ruiz, laughing. 

Her husband of 22 years, Ed, used to complain she was 
never home, so he jumped on the wagon and currently 
volunteers occasionally with his wife. 

Ruiz spends her free time attending senior exercise classes 
at the Aquatic Complex and doing yoga. She loves to travel 
and this year she hopes to visit Scotland, a country where 
she’ll be able to trace her family’s roots. Ruiz plans to enjoy 
her retirement to the fullest alongside her husband, all the 
while giving back to her community. 

For more information on volunteer opportunities with 
the City of Coral Springs, contact Volunteer Coordinator Kim 
Sanecki at 954-346-4430.

Neighborhood Meeting

  S
lic

e of the Springs 

G

et 
to Know Your Neighbor!
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The 30th Annual Broward Waterway Cleanup will take 
place in Coral Springs at Riverside Park, 205 Coral Ridge Drive, 
on Saturday, March 3 from 9AM to 1PM.

For the past 12 years, Coral Springs has participated in the 
county-wide effort, drawing out more than 350 volunteers 
last year. Participants will help search the City’s waterways 
for debris. Last year, volunteers found everything from 
patio umbrellas to furniture. Students are eligible to receive 
volunteer service hours, and event sponsors are being 
sought.  For more information, visit waterwaycleanup.org, or 
call 954-971-4040 or 954-345-2110.

Waterway
Cleanup

Volunteer at the

Volunteers at the Waterway Cleanup scour the canals and lakes in 
Coral Springs to retrieve improperly disposed trash and other debris.

Bike Unit back on the road
In a typical day, Coral Springs Police Sgt. George Soberon 

could easily ride his bicycle 30 miles, patrolling different 
spots in the City. Soberon leads the CSPD’s six-person bike 
unit, which began patrolling parks, neighborhoods, Magnolia 
Shoppes, the mall and other City sites late last year. Officers 
on bikes, Soberon said, are able to get to places such as these 
more quickly and stealthily if necessary than officers in a car 
or on a motorcycle. 

“I think it’s something that could really help the City,” 
Soberon said. “I know if you can get people on the ground 
in areas that need special attention, we can solve a lot of 
problems.”

The Department wanted a bicycle unit again as a way to 
proactively work with the community, showing residents 
that police officers are accessible. For example, Soberon said 
he and the other officers would give helmet safety tips to 
children and parents in City parks.

“This will give us more mobility,” he said. “We’ll be more 
accessible to citizens.” For more information about other 
Police Department initiatives, visit coralsprings.org/police. 

Your Representatives
Newly elected Democrat State Rep. Jim Waldman was 

recently appointed as a Minority Whip for the 2006-2008 
Democratic Caucus Leadership Team. He represents 
District 95, which includes portions of Coral Springs and 
surrounding areas. Waldman had been a member of the 
Coconut Creek City Commission for 12 years, where he 
most recently served as mayor. 

As of the November election, your current 
representatives for U.S. Senate are Democrat Bill Nelson 
and Republican Mel Martinez. For U.S. Congress, Democrat 
Ron Klein represents District 22, and Republican Robert 
Wexler represents District 19. Along with Rep. Jim 
Waldman, voters returned Rep. Ari Porth to represent 
District 96 in the Florida House of Representatives. 
Democrat Jeremy Ring was elected to the State Senate 
from District 32, and lastly, Ilene Lieberman was re-elected 
as Broward County Commissioner for District 1 along with 
Commissioner Stacy Ritter for District 3. 

If you’d like more information on your representatives, 
please visit coralsprings.org/representatives. 
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Coral Springs is inviting residents to submit their best photos 
of Coral Springs. Submitted photos may be featured in an 
upcoming issue of Coral Springs Magazine, on CityTV 25 or on 
the City’s web site. Please e-mail your full-resolution photographs 
to editor@coralsprings.org. Don’t forget to include your name, 
description of the people or places pictured, as well as why your 
photo signifies what Coral Springs means to you.

Coral Springs
Photos submitted       by our readers
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IncredibleICE celebrates  
its 10th anniversary

Jeff Campol says people thought his idea to build an ice 
facility on the edge of the Everglades was simply outrageous.

But IncredibleICE at Sportsplex opened Nov. 21, 1996 and 
since then has accommodated more than five million skaters 
and hosted myriad national and international hockey and 
figure skating tournaments. 

“I looked at a bunch of different sites and Coral Springs was 
far and away the best,” said Campol, IncredibleICE’s general 
manager. 

IncredibleICE was the first designed twin rink facility in the 
state and is the official home of the Florida Panthers. Also 
offered in the building’s 75,000 square feet are figure skating 
programs, adult and youth hockey for men and women, and 
plenty of public skating. 

“We’re looking to continue to be corporate partners and 
continue to bring this type of recognition not only to the 
people of Coral Springs, but from far beyond,” Campol said. 

For more information on any IncredibleICE program, visit 
incredibleice.com or call 954-341-9956.

Celebrate your City  
at Our Town America 

festival in March
Our Town America will present its 27th annual family 

festival on March 9, 10 and 11 in the Sportsplex at Coral 
Springs. This event draws more than 100,000 visitors from the 
tri-county area every year. 

Originally, Our Town America was sponsored by the 
Coral Springs Chamber of Commerce. In 1997, a group 
of non-profit organizations and private individuals came 
together, reorganized the event, and decided to give back 
to the community. Our Town America has given more than 
$300,000 to local groups and charities.

The festival hours will be Friday, March 9 from 6 to 11PM, 
Saturday, March 10 from 10AM to 11PM, and Sunday, March 11 
from 10AM to 6PM.

The festival is geared towards family fun and includes 
live entertainment, food court, amusements, arts and crafts, 
merchant booths, classic car show, games, and the traditional 
“Miss Our Town Beauty Pageant.” 

“Our Town America is a premier family festival and there 
are activities and entertainment for people of all ages,” said 
William “Bill” Otto, chairman of Our Town America. 

Festival entry is fee and parking is only $3. A wristband 
for the amusement park may be purchased at an additional 
cost. The Sportsplex is located just east of the Sawgrass 
Expressway between Sample Road and Royal Palm Boulevard. 

For more information, visit ourtownamerica.org or call 954-
752-0126.

“Where else can you go to 
find such classy dogs other 

than Dr. Paul’s Dog Park 
in Coral Springs? Only the 

coolest dogs go there.”
– George Miller

“Even when they’re young, 
they still feel a need to 
be a part of Earth Day in 
Coral Springs. This is their 
world too and they  
know they need to  
take care of it.”
– George Miller

“There’s beauty all around you 
in Coral Springs, all you need 

do is look carefully. You might 
just start at our wetland area 
near the Center for the Arts.”

– George Miller

“It’s always interesting 
what you can find in your 
neighbor’s backyard.”
– Kaitlyn Lees

Watch CityTV Channel 25  Fall 2006 • Coral Springs • 9 
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What’s Going Up?
The rumors are true: Best Buy is coming to Coral Springs. 
Set to open January 19, the 40,000-square-foot Best Buy 

will include a Magnolia Home Theater Studio for those 
customers interested in high-end home entertainment 
systems. Store General Manager Ryan DeNunzio also 
said the store features Best Buy for Business, a section 
dedicated to small businesses with 20 employees or less. 

DeNunzio said the company came to Coral Springs 
because, “Our customers have been asking us for years. A 
lot of it has to do with response to customers.”

Best Buy is situated on the corner of Atlantic Boulevard 
and University Drive in the old Toys R Us location. 

To look at what projects are going up in your 
neighborhood, visit coralsprings.org/business and click on 
the Current Land Development List. 

City Commissioners approved 
a more business-friendly sign 
ordinance in November to help 
business owners and improve the 
aesthetics of our streetscapes. 

Our most recent business survey showed that  
88.4 percent of business owners would recommend 
the City to their peers, but 9.1 percent felt that the 
sign code was too strict.

As a result, the City Commission unanimously voted to 
amend the City’s sign ordinance and permit designer signs, 
which allows business owners to get a bit more creative 
with their outdoor advertising. The revamped ordinance also 
includes changes to real estate signs, permanent wall signs, 
number of signs allowed, multi-story signs in commercial 
locations and signage identifying the business name versus 
services provided. 

“The revisions allow for more flexibility for certain 
signage, while still requiring a high standard of quality,” said 
Community Development Director Susan Hess. 

Sign consultant Tom Graboski feels that one of the biggest 
problems in Coral Springs is the lack of design and sign 
maintenance. A designer sign allows business owners to add 
their logos, get more creative and improve the aesthetics of 
the City. Business owners still have to apply for sign permits, 

and the City’s sign consultant will review  
designer signs. 

Graboski has been working with City staff for 
more than two years on this project, all the while 

comparing Coral Springs to similar 
cities to help come up with a unique 
plan to accommodate our community’s 
needs.  The Chamber of Commerce’s 
Government Affairs Committee and 

Board of Directors also provided input from city businesses 
on signage all along the way. 

In October 2005, the Commission also implemented Phase 
I of the sign ordinance, which included alterations to ground 
signs, election signs, anchor tenant names, and Downtown 
signage. 

“The goal of this initiative is to provide for a comprehensive 
review of the current sign ordinance and update the 
ordinance as appropriate for today’s needs that are relevant 
to Coral Springs,” Hess said. “We want to create a proper 
balance between both the business community and the 
residential community which ultimately enhances the City of 
Coral Springs.”

To view a copy of the sign ordinance, visit coralsprings.org 
or contact Community Development at 954-344-1114 for 
more information. 

New ordinance will allow more creative signage

City to host teen Business  
Success Day and Job Fair

The City, with the assistance of the Coral Springs Chamber 
of Commerce, conducts an annual Business Success Day 
each February to help prepare teens for the job application 
process. Then in March, the City will host a job fair, where 
students who attended the Business Success Day will have 
the opportunity to meet local employers interested in hiring 
teens. High school students ages 14 and older can attend  
the Business Success Day on Monday, February 19 from  
1 to 3PM at the Northwest Regional Library, 3151 University 
Drive. Only those students who graduate from the Business 
Success Day will be eligible to apply for jobs at the Youth Job 
Fair, which is planned for Thursday, March 15. 

Students who attend both seminars will receive volunteer 
service hours. 

The first event will focus on resumé, interview and 
presentation skills. Coral Springs business owners will receive 
an invitation in January to participate in the Youth Job Fair.

“We urge teens to attend the Business Success Day to 
prepare for their future in the business world as these basic 
tips will stay with them for years to come,” said Coral Springs 
Youth Services Coordinator Regina Price.

Interested students must RSVP by February 6. For details, 
call 954-340-5030 or e-mail rprice@coralsprings.org.
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Raw groundwater is drawn from the Biscayne Aquifer, and 
once it is pumped out of the wells, it goes through a series 
of steps to ensure that the water meets the standards of the 
Safe Drinking Water Act and the Clean Water Act. 

These regulations, along with others, set standards that 
municipal Utilities Divisions must follow to stay within 
regulatory compliance. One of the regulations included 
under the Primary Water Standards is the Maximum 
Contaminant Level, which sets the level to assure there is no 
health risk to the public. 

According to protocol, additives are then required to 
disinfect the water, so it is safe to drink. The additives also 
improve taste and odor, which are considered Secondary 
Water Standards, and help soften the water, which raises the 
quality for domestic use, including dishwashing and bathing. 

Fluoride is also added to the water, as it has nutritional 
value and helps build strong teeth. The water is then put 
through a filtering system, which improves clarity.

On an hourly basis, the water is sampled and tested 
throughout the treatment stages to ensure that the 
processes are functioning properly. 

The water plant runs 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
and the distribution system consists of approximately 140 
miles of water mains and service lines. Coral Springs residents 
consume an average of eight million gallons of water a day. 
During early mornings and evenings, there are three off-site 
booster facilities that serve to reduce the output demand of 
the main facility and provide adequate water pressure to their 
customers. 

The City also has interconnections with the other water 
districts in Coral Springs, as well as with the City of Margate. 

“These interconnects are an essential component of our 
emergency operations plan to provide uninterrupted water 
supply for our customers and fire protection,” said Utilities 
Superintendent Dave Moore. 

In the aftermath of Hurricane Wilma, this theory was tested 
when the generator at the City’s treatment plant failed. 
Fortunately, the City was able to maintain water pressure by 
opening the interconnects with the other local districts. 

Within the next 10 years, the City plans to allocate several 
million dollars to make major improvements to the water 
and sewer systems. Some of the projects the City plans to 
complete during fiscal year 2007 are to improve the water 
supply metering system, install additional water mains 
to improve pressure, and complete several designs for 
improvements at the Water Treatment Plant. These projects 
will help meet the needs of the projected population 
increase.

The treatment discussed is similar for all of Coral Springs’ 
water districts, including Coral Springs Improvement, North 
Springs Improvement and Royal Utilities, which are separate 
government entities.

Due to the expected increase in population over the next 
few years and the possible withdrawal restrictions due to 
record-low rainfall in 2006, the City will need your help in 
conserving water.

This article is the second of a series about our water. In our next 
issue, we’ll give you some conservation tips that will not only help 

the environment but will save you some money in the long run.
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he Coral Springs Utilities Division serves the central part of the City and operates 
four treatment units that prepare raw water for drinking and other use. T

Our Water
How is it treated?
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Students encouraged  
to participate in UniTown

Applications are available for local high school students 
interested in attending UniTown, a weekend-long retreat 
focusing on leadership and diversity training. 

The Coral Springs Multi-Cultural Advisory Committee 
began sponsoring UniTown more than eight years ago, 
stemming from an idea to provide diversity education 
to local students. Since then, it has grown to include 
youth from other cities, including North Lauderdale and 
Lauderhill this year.

“We hope when the kids come back, they can take a 
more active role in their schools and communities,” said 
Community Relations Manager Joyce Campos.  

UniTown will take place during President’s Day 
weekend, February 17 through 19 at Gold Coast camp 
in Lake Worth. There is no charge for attending and the 
City provides transportation to and from UniTown. A 
refundable $50 deposit is required. 

For more information, contact 954-344-1005. 

Celebrate our diverse  
cultures at WorldFest

Residents of Coral Springs and surrounding communities 
will have a chance to travel around the world without 
leaving South Florida when WorldFest begins in February. 

“It’s a community event showcasing all the various 
cultures that abound in our community,” said Community 
Relations Manager Joyce Campos. 

WorldFest, scheduled for February 10 and 11 in the 
Sportsplex at Coral Springs, will feature a variety of cultural 
foods, live music, arts and crafts, international folk games, 
and activities for children. There also will be non-stop live 
music and dance performances.

“We have had festivals in the past, and when we did our 
last Diversity Dialogue, we heard from everybody that we’re 
all Americans. We’re not hyphenated,” Campos said.   

Food and craft vendor positions still are available. 
WorldFest, sponsored by the Coral Springs Multi-Cultural 
Advisory Committee, starts Saturday at 11AM until 11PM, and 
Sunday from 11AM to 6PM. The event is free, but there is a $3 
parking fee at Sportsplex, 2575 Sportsplex Drive at the west 
end of Royal Palm Boulevard. 

For more information, call 954-344-1005.
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Save the date for  
‘Unity in Our Community’

One Planet United, along with the support of the Coral 
Springs Multi-Cultural Advisory Committee, is proud to 
announce its second annual “Unity in Our Community” event. 

Join your neighbors on Sunday, April 29 at 4PM at the Coral 
Springs Center for the Arts for music, dance, and drama, all 
focusing on celebrating the things that unite us as people.  
This year’s theme is “Diversity Happens – Unity is a Choice.” 

Also, the second annual “Humanitarian of the Year” 
award will be presented to a deserving Coral Springs 
resident. Last year, Karen Bossert from Hatikvah House, a 
Coral Springs group home that provides care to mentally 
and physically challenged adults, was given the award. 
Nominations are being accepted through April 1, 2007. 
Write a short essay describing the nominee and e-mail it to 
inspiration@opunited.org. All descriptions should include any 
humanitarian accomplishments, mission, and causes. 

Admission is $8 and tickets will be available at the Coral 
Springs Center for the Arts. For details, call 954-340-2115 or 
visit opunited.org. 

Amy Weiner
9th grade
Coral Glades High 
1984 by George Orwell

“1984 puts society in such a new 
perspective. It’s futuristic, yet it’s 
somewhat related to how we live today.” 

Derek Nelson
11th grade

Coral Glades High
Fight Club by Chuck 

Palahniuk
 “Fight Club has a powerful message 

about the guidelines society creates, 
and it’s all about a group who decides to 

fight back and break the norm.”

Omari Anderson
10th grade
J.P. Taravella High
Tears of a Tiger 
by Sharon Draper 

“This book is about basketball player and 
his teammates who get in a car accident 
and it changes their lives drastically.”

12 • Coral Springs • Winter 2007  Visit coralsprings.org



cu
lt

ur
e

People passing by the new Whispering Woods Commerce 
Center on Wiles Road can see Colombian-French artist 
Gustavo Verajano’s “Guardian Towers,” a series of three towers 
symbolizing the moon, sun and fire.  

“Guardian Towers” is the first private artwork installed in 
the city based on the Public Art Ordinance. Developers of 
buildings with more than 12,500 square feet of floor area are 
required to install public art on the property or contribute to 
the City’s public art fund.  

More private Public Art projects are on the way, including 
Kim Radochia’s “Tropical Toss” in front of Village Green 
Apartments on Sample Road, and Wet Design as been 
approved to develop a fountain for One Charter Place.

After traveling throughout Coral Springs to City Hall 
and a dentist’s office, the “Gator and Grebe” finally have a 
permanent home. 

Doug Makemson’s sculpture, part of the City’s growing 
Public Art program, is easily visible on a median in the 
Sportsplex area between Dr. Paul’s Pet Care Center Dog Park 
and the baseball fields. 

The third annual Coral Springs Festival of the Arts is 
scheduled for the weekend of March 17 and 18 along The 
Walk at University. Artists and craftsmen from throughout 
the country are making their plans to attend, and local 
businesses and citizen volunteers have begun to pitch in to 
make this year’s event even better. 

Coral Springs artist Al Razza’s painting, Macaw, has been 
chosen as the 2007 signature artwork for the event. The 

painting represents South 
Florida and its tropical feel.

The Festival will feature a 
professional art and craft fair 
produced by nationally known 
Howard Alan Events, Ltd. More 
than 200 artists offer art and 
crafts in all price levels, ranging 
from sculpture to paintings to 
photography and ceramics. 

Since the Public Art 
program began in 2003, 
Coral Springs has acquired 
five permanent sculptures, 
including Jack Howard-
Potter’s “Rotate”, the red 
sculpture of a man at 
University and Sample. Artist 
Kevin Barrett installed the 
bright blue “Union One” on 
Sample Road on October 27, 
said Senior Planner Glenn 
Weiss, who also oversees the 
Public Art program. 

For more information about 
the Public Art program, visit 
coralsprings.org/publicart.

First private artwork installed through public art program

“Grebe” by Doug Makemson

“The goal of the Festival is to raise awareness of arts and 
culture, and to raise funds for cultural programs within the 
City,” Festival Vice President Paul Brite said. Proceeds from the 
Festival will benefit non-profit artistic endeavors within Coral 
Springs and the surrounding area, including the Coral Springs 
Museum of Art.

The Festival is not limited to the visual arts. Live music, 
dance, theater, poetry and literary events are scheduled 
throughout both days. The event will also feature prose 
and poetry workshops at Barnes & Noble as part of the 
program; the workshops are free and open to the public, but 
reservations are required. 

This year, there will be an art show and contest featuring 
local high school students’ artwork. Art teachers will be giving 
students more information on how students can participate 
closer to the date. A lucky winner will be announced at the 
Festival and will receive a $500 scholarship. 

Residents are also invited to attend a kickoff concert 
featuring The Drifters on Sunday, March 11 at the Center for 
the Arts. The Drifters were inducted into the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame in 1988 in honor of their doo-wop hits, including 
“Spanish Harlem,” “This Magic Moment,” and “Stand by Me.” 

Free shuttle service to the Festival will be available 
between the various free parking areas and The Walk, which 
is located on University Drive just south of Sample Road. 

For more information regarding the Coral Springs Festival 
of the Arts, including entertainment schedules, contest 
information, off-site parking agreements, and volunteer  
and sponsorship opportunities, visit csfoa.org or call  
954-340-5992.

Stroll along ‘The Walk’ at the Festival of the Arts 

Coral Springs artist Al Razza’s painting, 
Macaw, has been chosen as the 2007 
signature artwork for the event.
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The U.S. Army recently recognized four talented ninth 
graders for winning first place in the eCYBERMISSION contest. 
During their last year at Sawgrass Spring Middle School, they 
submitted what turned out to be an award-winning science 
project with the help of their teacher Linda DeCarlo.

After watching the devastation of Hurricane Wilma, the 
team was inspired to come up with a creative solution to 
lessen the damage of storm-ravaged homes. 

The team, also known as The Klismos, came up with a 
device that enables a homeowner to quickly unroll a tarp 
without having to climb on the roof.  

Insurance companies, such as Allstate, have shown interest 
in this invention because much of the damage they tend to 
pay for after a storm is interior damage. The team is in the 
process of getting a patent, which is another great learning 
process that will benefit them in the future. 

“When my students become involved with 
eCYBERMISSION, they begin to see their place in the  
world and realize that it is possible to make a difference,” 

Students honored for eCYBERMISSION project

Winning IdeaA

DeCarlo said. 
The eCYBERMISSION 

contest, sponsored 
by the U.S. Army, is a 
nationwide Web-based 
science, math and 
technology competition 
for students in grades 
six through nine. The 
Klismos, comprised of 
Max Allman, Steven 
Avalon, Casey Stevens and Taylor Westerlind, were the Eighth 
Grade Criteria Winners in the Southeast Region.

Each student received $2,000 in U.S. savings bonds, 
presented to them in a ceremony at Sawgrass Springs 
Middle. Although they each attend different high schools, 
they definitely shared an experience they will never forget. 

For more information on how you can participate, visit 
ecybermission.com.

The Klismos, comprised of (from left) 
Casey Stevens, Max Allman, Steven 
Avalon, and Taylor Westerlind, won 

the eCYBERMISSION contest for their 
unrolling tarp for homes in hurricane-
prone areas. For their innovative idea, 
the U.S. Army presented each student 

with $2,000 in savings bonds.
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New Summer Fun Guide  
available in March

The City of Coral Springs offers a variety of exciting 
adventures for campers. Many programs break away from 
traditional summer camps by taking kids on journeys they’ll 
treasure forever. 

The 2007 Summer Fun Guide will be available in March, 
and you’ll be able to sign up for Kamp Kool, dance camps, 
etiquette camps, sports camps, or special needs camps. Make 
a splash in the aquatics program, learn to swim, or even take 
a swing at tennis. The City offers something for everyone, 
including extended hours camps. 

The 2007 Summer Fun Guide and applications will be 
available at the Coral Springs Gymnasium, 2501 Coral Springs 
Drive; City Hall in the Mall, Coral Square Mall; the Coral 
Springs Aquatic Complex and Tennis Center of Coral Springs, 
2575 Sportsplex Drive; and the Cypress Park Tennis Center, 
1301 Coral Springs Drive. 

Guides are also available at City Hall, 9551 West Sample 
Road. To view the Summer Fun Guide and application forms 
visit coralsprings.org/summerfun. For more details, call 954-
345-2200.

Holiday Parade cancelled  
due to inclement weather

The City of Coral Springs 
and the Holiday Parade 
Committee would like to 
express their apologies 
and disappointment in 
having to cancel the 2006 
Holiday Parade due to 
inclement weather on 
December 14.

Unfortunately, due to logistical implications, it will 
not be possible to reschedule the event this year. The 
Parade Committee sincerely hopes that our participants, 
spectators and sponsors will look forward to taking part 
in next year’s parade. All entry and sponsorship fees will 
be returned. A decision as to the 2007 parade theme will 
be made in the coming months, and any updates will be 
posted at coralsprings.org/holidayparade.

Family & teen concerts
Your entire family will not want 

to miss the next series of free family 
concert. Concerts will be on the 
following Saturday nights:

January 20: Hot Brass Monkey, 
show band; February 17: Steel and 
Ivory, jazzy Caribbean steel band; 
March 24: The Fabulons, ‘50s-’80s 
show band.

All concerts begin at 7PM at 
Betti Stradling Park, located at the 
northeast corner of Wiles Road and Coral Springs Drive. 
Parking and admission is free, so bring your blankets and 
lawn chairs and enjoy the entertainment. Refreshments will 
be available for purchase at the park during the concert. 

For more details, call 954-344-2200 or visit the Event 
Calendar at coralsprings.org/events. 

Educational Day for Seniors
An Educational Day for Seniors – “Coral Springs University” 

– will be held on Wednesday, January 10 at the Coral Springs 
Center for the Arts from 8AM to noon. 

Breakout sessions will be offered on topics such as health 
issues, crime prevention and senior issues, along with a 
keynote speaker. 

There will also be some free giveaways and raffles. This 
event is free and open to all seniors. Space is limited; register 
prior to the event by calling 954-759-7400.

Hot Brass Monkey

Tickets now available  
for winter performances

This season at the Coral Springs Center for the Arts kicks 
off with an exciting lineup. The Center is located at 2855 
Coral Springs Drive and the box office is open weekdays 
from 10AM to 6PM and Saturdays from noon to 5PM. 

The most beloved show in television history is now a 
major musical! Gilligan’s Island: The Musical, comes to the 
Coral Springs in an exclusive engagement February 2 
through February 11. All your favorite characters are live, on 
stage including Gilligan, the Skipper, Mary Ann, Ginger, the 
Professor, the Millionaire and his wife. The couple is played 
by two of the original TV stars from Gilligan’s Island and The 
Brady Bunch, Dawn Wells and Barry Williams.

Don’t miss American Idol winner Taylor Hicks live 
in concert on February 23 at 8PM. Then, on March 2 at  
8PM, NBC’s Last Comic Standing finalist Kathleen Madigan 
will perform some of her best stand-up material. 

Beatles’ fans won’t want to miss Get Back! Beatlemania, 
on Saturday, March 10 at 8PM. The show uses authentic 
costumes, vintage instruments, astonishingly realistic 
characterizations and state-of-the-art digital orchestration. 
The cast members create the illusion of John, Paul, George, 
and Ringo in a two-hour musical and visual experience that 
has thrilled audiences throughout the world.

Known also for his lovable sitcom personalities, Tony 
Danza will be performing in concert on Monday, March 19 
at 7:30PM. 

For additional information on these shows and many 
more, contact the Box Office at 954-344-5990 or visit  
coralspringscenterforthearts.com.
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The NFIP’s Community Rating System gives the City of Coral 
Springs a very good rating for its fl ood protection activities, 
which includes publishing fl ood information at coralsprings.org 
and in print publications twice a year. The 8-score rating means 
that our residents receive a 10 percent discount on new or 
renewed fl ood insurance policies.

Flood hazard information
Flooding is the most common natural disaster in the United 

States. More than 90 percent of the City is part of a Special Flood 
Hazard Area (SFHA). Therefore, whether you live in a SFHA or 
not, knowledge and preparation for fl ooding are important. 
The following information reviews fl ood safety and warnings, 
fl oodplain development requirements, and other important 
fl ood-related issues.

Flood warnings
The City and the Broward County Offi  ce of Emergency 

Management (OEM), in coordination with the National Weather 
Service, relays updates of threatening weather to our residents. 
They provide warning systems and severe weather emergency 
operating plans. Flood warnings or watch advisories are issued 
through local radio and TV stations, including CityTV Channel 25.

Flood safety
Knowing what to do to minimize your loss is the fi rst step to 

storm survival. Please review the following safety tips to ensure 
the safety of you and your family:

1. Turn off  electricity and natural gas.
2. Have a battery-powered radio or television to monitor fl ood 

warning information from offi  cials and evacuate when orders 
are given.

3. Stay away from a zone that has been evacuated and go to 
a shelter. It may be diffi  cult to distinguish between roads and 
canals during severe fl ooding.

4. Be particularly careful when moving about at night.

Property protection measures
Property protection measures should be taken with the 

onset of a fl ood or if your home is susceptible to fl ooding. 
Move essential items and furniture to the upper areas of your 
home. Keep materials (e.g. sandbags, plywood, etc.) handy for 
emergency waterproofi ng.  

Flood insurance
Standard homeowner’s insurance policies do not cover loss 

due to fl oods. However, the City of Coral Springs participates 
in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), which makes it 
possible for property owners to obtain federally backed fl ood 
insurance. This insurance is available to all citizens. 

The City urges residents and business owners to buy fl ood 
insurance to protect against potentially devastating loss. 
Property owners may insure buildings and contents. Renters can 
also purchase fl ood insurance to protect possessions. There is a 
30-day waiting period before the NFIP coverage takes eff ect. Call 

National Flood Insurance Program grants discount to City residents
your insurance agent for more information.

Residents outside the SFHA area should take note of the 
property protection measures and fl ood-safety information 
sections since fl oods can occur in their areas.

Site development permits required
Regulations developed by the City prevent or regulate the 

construction of fl ood barriers that might unnaturally divert 
fl oodwaters or might increase fl ood hazards in other areas; restrict 
or prohibit uses which may result in damaging increases in 
erosion; and control fi lling, grading, and dredging.

Prior to commencing any site development or construction 
work, including new construction, repair/replacement work and 
additions, signs, fences, fi ll and tree removal, please contact the 
Building Department at 954-344-1025, so that the appropriate 
permits may be secured as necessary. 

Drainage system maintenance
The City has a system of drainage catch basins for storm 

water management that is maintained on a regular basis by the 
Public Works Department. The fl ow of water within canals is 
maintained by the following Drainage Districts: the Coral Springs 
Improvement District, the Sunshine Water Control District, the 
North Springs Improvement District, the Pine Tree Water Control 
District, the Crossings District and the Turtle Run District. State 
law prohibits illegal dumping in waterways. Violations should 
be reported to Citizen’s Services, 954-344-1001; or the Police 
Department, 954-344-1800. To report a drainage problem, 
residents may contact Public Works at 954-345-2210.

Natural and benefi cial functions
State regulations protect those natural areas that help to 

reduce the risk associated with fl ooding.  When portions of 
fl oodplains are preserved (or restored) to their natural state, they 
provide many benefi ts to both humans and natural systems. 

Map determination and elevation certifi cates
The Geographic Information System (GIS) Department 

provides Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) determinations to 
residents inquiring whether their structure is located in a SFHA 
zone. The City requires elevation certifi cates on homes built after 
1991 as part of the permitting process for all newly constructed 
or substantially improved buildings. The certifi cate documents 
the base-fl ood elevation of buildings and is available to any 
inquirers in order to facilitate accurate insurance ratings. To 
fi nd out if an elevation certifi cate has been completed for your 
property, please call the Building Division at 954-344-5950.

For more information
The Northwest Regional Library, at 3151 University Drive, has 

fl ood protection Information, copies of fl ood insurance rate maps 
and fl ood zone explanations. More than 90 percent of Coral 
Springs is located within a special Flood Hazard Area, which means 
your home could be prone to fl ooding. For details about your 
property, call the Public Works Streets Division at 954-344-1169.
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What’s
Happening?

Always visit coralsprings.org/events for the latest 
updates and additions to this list of events happening 

in Coral Springs in the coming months.

Around
Townthe

Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration
Friday, January 12 • 954-344-1063
coralsprings.org/mlk
Luncheon • noon • Coral Springs Marriott • $40
Community Celebration • 7PM • Center for the Arts
    $5 adults, $1 children 17 and younger
VIP Reception • 9PM • Center for the Arts • $20

Muslims in America: The Truth and Misconceptions
Sunday, January 14 • 2 to 4PM • Free
Northwest Regional Library • Call 954-344-1063 to register

Martin Luther King, Jr. Step Show Competition
Friday, January 26 • 7PM

Coral Springs High School • 954-344-1063

Remote Hazardous Waste Collection
Sunday, February 11 • 8AM to 3PM

City Hall South, 9530 West Sample Road • 954-960-3023

Trash to Treasure Garage Sale
Saturday, March 17  • 8 to 11AM

Mullins Park • Vendor spaces available for $20 and $20 deposit 
to be returned if space is clean • 954-345-2209 
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IncredibleICE 
10th Anniversary

Sawgrass Nature Center
Grand Opening

City Hall in the Mall - Giving Tree Ceremony

Holiday
Haven

Watch CityTV Channel 25  Winter 2007 • Coral Springs • 17 
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Coral Springs 
Museum of Art

2855 Coral Springs Drive
954-340-5000

Monday-Saturday 10AM-5PM

African Storytelling 
with Madafo

Saturday January 20 
3PM

Adults $4
Seniors/Children $3

Members free  

Exhibits
Through February 17

Bob Bagley: Color Photography
Sculpture in Focus

Sally Cooper: 
Experimental Painting

Penumbra III
 

Tin Ly: Morphing Forms
Selections of Dimensional Work, (1990~2006)

Langit ku Rumah ku No. 5

Visit the Coral Springs Museum of Art 
during its 10th Anniversary!


